Focus story: 09/08
London MEP Sarah Ludford makes child safety an EU priority

London MEP Sarah Ludford and her Liberal Democrat colleagues in Europe have successfully campaigned for a Europe-wide missing child alert scheme, a hotline for trafficking victims, and a crackdown on child ‘sex tourism’ by Europeans in Asia.
The child alert scheme, inspired by the case of Madeleine McCann, will ensure a rapid response within the EU and neighbouring states to any reports of a missing child, with photo and basic details in the news media and police and border officials on the lookout. There will be a common European '116000' telephone hotline for reporting possible sightings or information.
Sarah Ludford says: “There are few things more important than the safety of children. I am very optimistic that Liberal Democrat efforts will help ensure the repeat across Europe of similar systems in France and the US. “

Sarah has previously secured EU funding for a hotline to combat human trafficking. After visiting Thailand and Cambodia as part of the European Liberal Democrat ‘Say No’ campaign against child sex tourism, she called for European countries to be more vigorous in prosecuting EU nationals who go abroad to prey on children.  (You can sign up to the campaign at www.sayno.eu)
She adds: “Child exploitation is scandalous and distressing, one of the grossest human rights abuses imaginable. That’s why Liberal Democrats have been working hard towards ensuring a safer Europe for our kids and a safer world for other people’s.”

