MEP demands European action against online paedophiles and pornographers

  

Liberal Democrat MEP for London Sarah Ludford is fighting for tougher EU action and cross-border cooperation among police forces to combat child abuse on the internet. 

There are already EU measures in place to make sure that there is no hiding place for child sex traffickers and pornographers in Europe. These criminals now face the same liability to prosecution and similar penalties wherever they commit the offence. Major progress has been made in coordinating criminal record checks for posts working with children right across Europe. 

But along with her Liberal Democrat colleagues in the European Parliament, Sarah Ludford wants European cooperation to go further. She is calling for all European countries to follow the British example of criminalising online 'grooming', and for EU-wide agreement for internet providers to block such sites and credit card companies to stop payments. 

  

When Sarah (pictured) visited Cambodia she learned about ways of tackling child sex abuse and trafficking.  She says: 

  

"Kids these days spend a lot of time online. Sadly, this has not escaped the attention of the despicable people who want to prey on vulnerable youngsters. The internet is increasingly used by sex offenders to prepare the sex abuse of children, in particular through 'grooming'."

"This is an international problem, and effective Europe-wide responses to protect children from internet paedophiles and porn merchants are vital. Urgent progress is also needed on the EU wide anti-trafficking hotline which I successfully fought for last year, and on a European 'Amber Alert' scheme for missing children like Maddy McCann. There are few crimes more disturbing than the abuse of children, and Liberal Democrats will keep working to ensure their safety, including online." 

